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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES MISSION TO THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
Report by Sue Graves /BCFA - Spring 2019 

 

Overview 
 

 
 
Population:   33 million approx. 
Area   864,869 sq. miles 
Major language Arabic 
Major religion   Islam 
Currency  Riyal 
 
Saudi Arabia is by far the largest economy in the Middle East. Historically the economy has 
been driven by oil production, and oil revenue has dominated earnings. 
 
The Al Saud dynasty holds a monopoly of political power. Saudi Arabia was established in 
1932 by King Abd-al-Aziz and he has been succeeded by his various sons.  
 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud ascended the throne in January 2015 following the death 
of his half-brother, King Abdullah. He has been part of the ruling group of princes for 
decades and has continued the main thrusts of Saudi strategic policy, including maintaining 
the alliance with the United States and working towards energy market stability.  
 
King Salman made his son Mohammed bin Salman first in line to the throne in June 2017. 
Prince Mohammed controls all the major levers of government from defence to the 
economy. He has projected himself as a reformer in the ultra-conservative kingdom with a 
series of bold moves, including the decision to allow women to drive. 
 
In recent years, the Saudi government has introduced number of measures aimed at 
redeveloping the Kingdom’s economy. Early in 2016 saw the Launch of Saudi Vision 2030 – a 
roadmap for economic diversification.  
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The plans outlined in Saudi Vision 2030 includes limited de-regulation, the encouragement 
of foreign investment, and privatisation of selected areas of the economy.  
 
Entertainment and tourism are just two of the key government priorities of providing 
commercial opportunities to businesses. See https://vision2030.gov.sa/en 
 

A new Ministry of Culture has been formed its mission to develop the cultural sector in the 
Kingdom. The vision and directions of the Ministry have identified three main objectives: 
 

• Culture as a lifestyle. 

• Culture for economic growth. 

• Culture in order to strengthen the Kingdom's international standing. 

 

One of the first significant activities it has recently announced is The Red Sea International 

Film Festival – the first of its kind in Saudi Arabia in Jeddah in 2020. 

https://www.screendaily.com/news/saudi-arabia-launches-red-sea-international-film-

festival/5138083.article 

 

These goals are in line with the strategic thrusts of the vision of the Kingdom of 2030, which 

is to build a vibrant society, a thriving economy and an ambitious homeland. 

 

The mission visited 3 major cities in Saudi Arabia - Jeddah, Riyadh and Dammam/Al Khobar. 
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MISSION VISITS – JEDDAH 
 
Jeddah is a Red Sea port with historic business links. The gateway to Makkah and Medina.  
It is the second largest city in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the largest in the Makkah 
Province. With a population estimated at over five million people, Jeddah today faces many 
challenges which are being addressed by the local and national leadership. With the 
remarkable population increase and northward physical expansion that the city has 
experienced into the 21st century, it has become critical to ensure the completion and 
development of an integrated infrastructure and numerous projects that will drive Jeddah 
towards the future it aspires to. 
 
The new millennium has brought about a vision by Jeddah Municipality to position the city as 
an international centre of Islamic culture, capitalizing on its unique position as the “Gateway 
to the Two Holy Mosques,” as well as transforming Jeddah into a global commercial and 
tourism destination with a distinctive character.  
 
JEDDAH - Informal Briefing Meeting at the British Consulate 

 

An overview on the Saudi market: Structure, leading players, challenges and opportunities. 

The briefing provided by DIT, a leading local British businessman in the field and a 

professional services firm who can provide information on rules and regulations.  

 

The Kingdom is undergoing a period of profound change. The bedrock of the change is the 
diversification of the economy away from oil.  
 
The UK is well respected in KSA. 

Although the Middle East is a challenging market to operate in, the importance of building 
relationships and working within the culture of the Middle East cannot be overemphasised. 

Companies will need a representative who is either based in KSA or who is prepared to travel and 

visit clients constantly. Relationships are paramount.  

Entertainment and Leisure are key to the new tourism offer. 

Saudi’s young population enjoys strong purchasing power – 67% are under 35, are well-
educated and informed, often well-travelled, big users of social media and u-tube and are 
the largest consumers of entertainment services.  

Hundreds of cinemas are now being opened ending a 35-year ban. 
 
Removing the restrictions on women driving is a key development as they can now travel to 
employment easily and increase the household income - releasing a higher spend on 
entertainment. 
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The government is offering extended visas to Hajj tourists to enable them to stay for 30 days 
instead of flying in and out for short visits. Thus, there is a huge expansion of the provision 
of hotels in Makkah, Medina and Jeddah. 
 

See: FCO Economic Factsheet  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/798847/_0419_Saudi_Arabia.pdf 
 
See: UK Government publications – Exporting to Saudi Arabia 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-to-saudi-arabia 
 

 
SHAMAYEL 
 
A large mixed used development. The company have ambitious plans to develop a retail 
offering in lines with City Walk in Dubai and are also looking at other cultural and sports 
facilities. 
 
www.shamayel.com 
 
JEDDAH DOWNTOWN  
 

The $5 billion Public Investment Fund (PIF) project's scope of work involves the 

redevelopment of Jeddah's waterfront corniche to become the “New Jeddah Downtown”.  

Aimed to be the new downtown for the city, the development will include a marina and will 

largely be a retail destination.   

 

The project will include spaces for entertainment, shopping, and commercial activities, 

which are accessible for both residents and visitors. The project aims to deliver over 12,000 

housing units to accommodate 58,000 new residents. 

 

The project includes 42% residential areas, 35% dedicated to entertainment and retail, 12% 

to offices, and 11% to hotel and hospitality properties.  

 

The project area will be split into six sections comprising museums, cultural and social 

spaces, sports areas and coastal, seaside and marine facilities. 

 

Spaces for entertainment, shopping and commercial activities will also be created within the 

development.  

The project is in line with Vision 2030 objectives to develop tourism sites in accordance with 

the highest international standards and provide investment opportunities that contribute to 

the development of the private sector. 

 

• PIF formally announced in April with a new company formed. 

• Phase 1 - 2021 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/798847/_0419_Saudi_Arabia.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/798847/_0419_Saudi_Arabia.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-to-saudi-arabia
http://www.shamayel.com/
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• Phase 2 - following. 

• Total area of 4.9 million sq. m built but to be kept on a human scale. 

• World class marina & Cruise terminal 

• Food and Beverage outlets 

• Boutique hotels & Beachfront resorts 

• Stadium already existing onsite will be refurbished  

• Opera House & Oceanarium will be built 

• Properties only 4 stories for the people  

• Best piece of real estate in Jeddah 

• Final sign off imminent with construction to start January 2020 

• All hotels will be released in about 4/5 months’ time 

• HRH wants the concept to be that people feel like they are creating an architectural 
pattern book showing architecture of the past to interface with the future 

• State of the art BIM smart city 

• Digitally interactive HRH wants it built for the future generations and is engaging 
with young Saudis to find out their vision for the future 

• There will be ultra-premium residences 

• New central heartbeat of Jeddah as Jeddah has lost its heart recently due to 
infrastructure. 

• Gateway to the Red Sea Project. 

• Potential for a cruise visa to allow tourists into the city. 

• Designing a new sustainable community key. 
 
 
JEDDAH ECONOMIC CITY  

 

The development will include the world’s largest building which will be flanked by the 

world’s largest mall.  

• The project's scope of work consists of a mall located adjacent to the Jeddah Tower, 
Jeddah Economic City, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The project includes 334,328 square 
meters of gross leasable area 

• The mall featuring a variety of entertainment components including a major Snow 
Village, new to market Family Entertainment concepts, provision for a 22 screen 
Cinema Complex and a Water Body with an outdoor promenade animated with 
cutting-edge entertainment technologies offering food & beverage, retail and 
entertainment all year long  

• Tempered sky bridges are designed to connect the mall to the city in all directions 
making it one of the greenest friendly cities  

• Personal Rapid Transport (PRT) system is integrated within the mall as an 
entertaining feature and easy access to the highest observatory deck in the world at 
an unprecedented height of 644 meters above MSL 

• Green planting on the roof of the mall 

• Large mosque with 8,000 worshippers 

• The Kingdom Tower - to be known as the Jeddah tower is currently on hold at the 
63rd floor  
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• Four seasons already signed in the tower also branded apartments served by Four 
Seasons  

• Straight lift to top as using carbon fibre lift cables  
  

  
 
www.jec.sa 

 

ALJ 

 

ALJ are one of the largest family owned business in the country with diversified interests.  

The real estate development arm of the company is building many assets both in country 

and abroad. ALJ also has a subsidiary called Art Jameel which is building a creative hub in 

the city.  
 

www.alj.com/en/ 

 

SEDCO HOLDING (based in and own Red Sea Mall – see below) 
 
SEDCO 1976 one of the oldest banks in the region - finance, healthcare, real estate, malls.  
 

• Looking to put an entertainment building on the Corniche, plus a waterfront 
development to the north. This will be an entertainment city.  

• Mainly growing hotels in Mecca and Madina. 

• Upcoming 3 projects not spoken to anyone yet. 
• They own hotels due to be refurbished. 

 
www.sedco.com  
 

http://www.jec.sa/
http://www.alj.com/en/
http://www.sedco.com/
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RED SEA MALL  
 
The largest mall in the country which has seen two expansions in the past few years, is 
always looking at innovative solutions to enhance user experience. Keen on expanding hotel 
and entertainment offer, hospitality and cinema development. Red Sea Mall is over 10 years 
old and will need refurbishing soon.  
 
A new cinema has already opened with a VIP entrance, booth VIP restaurant and VIP only 
seating in the auditorium with waitress service.  
 

 
 

www.redseamall.com 

  

FAKIEH Hospitality and Leisure Group - Tarfeeh Fakieh 
 

Established by the prominent Saudi businessman, H.E. Sheikh Abdul Rahman Fakieh in 1998 
when he laid the foundation stone for five major tourist projects in prime locations along 
the seafront on the Jeddah corniche. One of the leading FEC’s in the Kingdom. 
 

• Driven by a commitment to elevating the quality of domestic tourism in Saudi Arabia 

• Attractions designed for the enjoyment of guests of all ages, from children to adults, 
in a safe and healthy environment. 

• Peak months Eid after Xmas then mini Eid – the slowest period is during Ramadan  

• Geared to C class families  

• Successful aquarium also dolphin show 

• Lots of repeat visits, has dining too. Open 5pm- 11pm. 

• Has hotels as well the Movenpick and the Hilton Jeddah. 
 
www.tarfeehfakieh.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.redseamall.com/
http://www.tarfeehfakieh.com/
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MISSION VISITS – RIYADH 
 

Riyadh is the capital and most populous city of Saudi Arabia, approximately 790 km North-
east of Mecca. It is also the capital of Riyadh Province situated on a large plateau and home 
to more than six million people.      

 
KBW INVESTMENTS 
 
KBW Investments is a private equity firm and venture capital firm specializing in early stage 

investments. The firm typically invests in the construction, manufacturing, engineering, 

media, project management, automation, technology, and hospitality sector.  

 

• Based out of Dubai, expanding into Saudi and Australia 20 entertainment complexes.  

• Facilities prefer VR (does not like live animals used) and promoting education  

• Each facility about 30000 sq.  

• Has done projects with UK Export Finance. 
 

www.kbw-ventures.com  

 
SEVEN 
 
SEVEN is the newly formed entertainment entity of PIF. The company will be responsible for the 

development of FEC’s and EC’s in the country to build foundation of the entertainment 

including theme parks, entertainment facilities.  

• 2 regional theme parks 1 in the East and one in the West  

• Cinemas - 500 screens in the next 5 years over the Kingdom  

• Entertainment and themed retail and themed restaurants  

• Build unique products for each city  

• 15 cities will have different consumer preferences 

• Currently gathering information for the database  

• Young dynamic company  
 

https://entertainment.sa/ 

 
THE KING ABDULLAH FINANCIAL DISTRICT (KAFD) 
 
A new development under construction in Riyadh, consisting of 59 towers in an area of 1.6 

million square meters. It will provide more than 3 million square meters of space for various 

uses, 62,000 parking spaces and accommodation for 12,000 residents. In 2011, it was the 

largest project in the world seeking green building accreditation. KAFD will be the venue for 

the G20 meeting in 2020.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mecca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riyadh_Province
http://www.kbw-ventures.com/
https://entertainment.sa/
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• Challenge as the part completed project has been on hold for 15 years so the design 
and technology are out of date. It is currently being redesigned for modern 
requirements 

• KAFC is one of the first initiatives to be published  

• Not only a financial centre but to will be mixed used location to provide quality of life 
for everyone 

• On target for 2020   

• First Saudi PIF but has US consultants -benchmarking New York as the style required. 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
www.kafd.sa  

ARABIAN CENTRES  

The largest mall developer in country with 19 malls and another 7 under construction.  
With annual footfall of 108 million, they offer the largest lifestyle platform, covering more 
than 60% of the Saudi population .The Centres are designed to be GO-to-lifestyle 
destinations offering an abundance of pioneering and continuously evolving experiences in 
Entertainment, Dining, Shopping, Relaxing, and better living . The centres collectively house 
over 4100 retail units and 1000+ brands. They work with Air Design LONDON. 
 
www.arabiancentres.com 

http://www.kafd.sa/
http://www.arabiancentres.com/
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RED SEA ISLANDS 

Red Sea Development Company: The first phase of the project, scheduled for completion in 

2022, includes 14 luxury and hyper-luxury hotels providing 3,000 rooms across five islands 

and two inland resorts. Phase One will also include yacht marinas, leisure and lifestyle 

amenities and an airport to serve the destination, as well as the necessary supporting 

logistics and utilities infrastructure. Want to develop an experience centre for early visitors 

and investors – in Riyadh and onsite. 

• First phase of the project, scheduled for completion in 2022, includes 14 luxury and 
hyper-luxury hotels providing 3,000 rooms across five islands and two inland resorts 

• Phase One will also include yacht marinas, leisure and lifestyle amenities and an 
airport to serve the destination, as well as the necessary supporting logistics and 
utilities infrastructure  

• One of 3 giga projects of PIF 

• By 2030 52 luxury hotels across 22 islands and 6 locations including mountain and 
desert locations 

• Different from other projects as 100% sustainability focussed 

• Home to many endangered species to trying to ensure work not only protects the 
environment but preserves and enhances it 

• Audience is the luxury end of the market 

• 1st phase completion in 2022 - 14 hotels currently infrastructure input 

• Now thinking about branding the vision over the next few years Master plans 
approved 

• Now sourcing investors some international 

• There is nothing on the West KSA coast now – the project is the size of Belgium 

• Social media channels - Red Sea Project - new name coming in the next few months 

• Drone footage telling game changing story 

• Sole developer of the site - no plots will be sold off   

• Hotel brands to operate will be announced later in the year 
 
www.theredsea.sa  

 
QIDDIYA  

The entertainment, sports and cultural destination will be the first of its kind in the Kingdom 

focused on KSA audience. Spanning an area of 334 square kilometers, the new destination is 

just 40 kilometers west of the Saudi capital, Riyadh.  

• New city with a clear purpose. 

• Quality of life 

• Extension of customs 

• Economic and profitable 

• Expansion of opportunities entertainment, sports, culture and arts 

• Aid health to health and well being 

• Built for domestic audience of 33m people 

http://www.theredsea.sa/
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• Qiddiya will have 45 projects with 300 plus activities. 

• Will employ around 25,000 people 
 
Phase 1 
First of its kind never been attempted before. Integrated development with 5 corner stones. 

• Parks and attractions 

• Sports and wellness 

• Motion and mobility 

• Nature and environment 

• Arts and culture 
 
A wide range of Real estate and community services will be available to fulfil the vision of a 
24-hour destination resort community with everything in one place.   
 
Sports and wellness - get up for activity - programme for a more robust lifestyle World class 
facilities Arena, velodrome, aquadrome - world class sports facilities 
Advancement of professional sports in the Kingdom - paid athletes to create future 
champions - future venue for Asian Games and Olympics 
Supported by infrastructure experts i.e. nutritionists etc 
 
Motion and mobility - motor sports capital of the world F1, Moto GP etc 
 
Nature and environment - developing sensibility for the fitness flavour of the USA 
 
Culture and arts - creative venues - the catalyst for the development of culture and arts in 
the Kingdom - facilities to support Artists and give them an audience. 
 
The site has 2 levels with a natural vertical drop - Iconic distinguishing characteristics. 
 
Six flags thrill park - Water park with resort with themed retail dining and entertainment 
Festival ground with outdoor events venue  
Resort core hotels  
City centre   
Performing arts campus - can be split into any number of activities large or small. 
Saudi Golf Open.  
 
2022 is scheduled as the grand opening. 
 
Best approach to bring something that others don’t in a form that matches Qiddiya’s 
objectives for success 
 
www.qiddiya.com 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.qiddiya.com/
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AL WIDYAN  

A new Public Investment Fund (PIF)-backed “city within a city” is being planned for North 

Riyadh. The development – called Al Widyan – will include residential, commercial, retail 

and leisure facilities on a 7 million square meter site to the north of the capital. Initial work 

has already begun.  

www.alwidyan.com 

 
MISSION VISITS - DAMMAM / AL-KHOBAR 
 
Located in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia of the Arabian Gulf, Dammam, Dhahran and Al 

Khobar are less than 15 km apart and form one metropolitan area, the fifth largest in the kingdom 

and sixth in the GCC.  

KABI HOLDINGS 

Involved in live entertainments, events, exhibition and complimentary service. Supply 

infrastructure and tents.  

ITHRA  

Ithra (King Abdulaziz Centre for World Culture) is a recently opened cultural centre with the 

aim of using science, innovation, arts and culture to inspire creativity and a love of learning, 

helping to transform Saudi Arabia into a knowledge economy.  

Facilities include an Idea Lab, a Library, a Theatre, Cinema, Children’s Museum, Energy 

Exhibit, The Great Hall and the Knowledge Tower which are all housed with an iconic 

landmark building. www.ithra.com  

 

http://www.alwidyan.com/
http://www.ithra.com/
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SUMOU 
 
Sumou Holding aims to introduce new investments to improve the lifestyle of individual and 

family, through their subsidiary Ajar, and are focused on widening the entertainment and 

hospitality offering in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and worldwide by presenting a plethora 

of novel experiences. Sumou’s diversified portfolio has three focus areas, Food and 

Beverage (F&B), Hospitality and Entertainment. The company are also a major real estate 

developer in the country.  

• Group of cos founded in 2006.  

• International expertise to improve innovate and engage Saudi Arabia 

• One sector entertainment and hospitality Sumou Holding - fast service  

• Can provide local knowledge plus free legal advice on how things work in Saudi 

• Seize the opportunity - PIF Qiddiya and the Red Sea project welcoming all companies 
- they work with major stakeholders 

• For proposals they like companies to have local partners 
 

www.sumou.com.sa 

www.awjenergy.com   

 
MISSION CONTACTS: 
 
DIT Contacts:  
Graham Ellis | Middle East Business Specialist | Creative Services Team 

Department for International Trade | 3 Whitehall Place | London SW1A 2AW  

M: +44 (0)7825 196 295 | E: graham.ellis@trade.gov.uk 

  

Yamish Yakoob, Senior Trade Advisor, Consumer, Retail & Creative 

DIT British Consulate-General, Jeddah P O Box 393, Jeddah 21411, Saudi Arabia 

Tel: +966 12 622 5550 Ext 2207 M: +966 504 638 849 yamish.yakoob@fco.gov.uk 

 

Mission attendee on behalf of Furniture & Furnishings Sector 

Sue Graves, International Project Manager/DIT Trade Challenge Partner 

BCFA, Project House, 25 West Wycombe Road, High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 2LQ 

Tel: +44 (0)1494 896790 M: +44(0)7891 594796 sue@thebcfa.com 

 

Further information 

www.arab.news.com ; www.experienceuk.org ; www.gea.gov.sa/en/ ; 
www.middleeastarchitect.com ; www.great.gov.uk 

http://www.sumou.com.sa/
http://www.awjenergy.com/
mailto:graham.ellis@trade.gov.uk
mailto:yamish.yakoob@fco.gov.uk
mailto:sue@thebcfa.com
http://www.arab.news.com/
http://www.experienceuk.org/
http://www.gea.gov.sa/en/
http://www.middleeastarchitect.com/

